
THE ANNUNCIATION 
& BIRTH OF 

JOHN THE BAPTIST
A Closer Look at the Gospels of  Advent and Christmas



THE STRUCTURE OF 
LUKE & HIS GOSPEL



John the Baptist

◦ All of  the gospels introduce the 

figure of  John the Baptist as a 

precursor or the one who 

prepares the way for the Lord

◦ This must have been an ancient 

and long standing tradition that 

wove its way into the opening 

of  each of  the four gospels



Luke’s view of  history

◦ Luke recognizes three periods or ages in God’s plan:

◦ The Law and the Prophets who bear witness and prophecy the coming Messiah

◦ This begins with Abraham, and Zechariah is reminiscent of  him

◦ Jesus as the centerpiece of  God’s revelation and saving plan

◦ All of  the Hebrew Scriptures point to Jesus, and all that follows is a result of  him, his 

person, his mission

◦ The time of  the Church

◦ Through the power and the gift of  the Spirit the Church continues the message of  Christ

◦ It goes out to all the world through the witnesses that he Spirit empowers



The narrative bridges

◦ The time of  Jesus is from his baptism by John 

until his ascension

◦ From the time of  Jesus to the Church, this is 

bridged by the reappearance of  Jesus at the 

resurrection until his ascension to heaven

◦ The Law and prophets is bridged from the events 

that prepare for the birth of  Christ until his 

baptism and the public ministry

◦ Each of  these bridges, one at the beginning the 

other at the end of  the period of  Jesus have 

similar features



Similar characteristics

◦ Both take place in Jerusalem

◦ A revelation comes from heaven

◦ Earthly recipients break into praise and prophecy

◦ Characters from the previous section encounter 

those from the section that is to follow

◦ In the Infancy Narratives, the Baptist and Our Lady 

will be prominent figures in the ministry of  Jesus

◦ In the resurrection narratives, Peter and the other 

apostles are significant in their role to proclaim the 

message to the ends of  the world



THE 
ANNUNCIATION TO 

ZECHARIAH
The Angel Gabriel comes to the father of  John the Baptist



Zechariah & Elizabeth
◦ Similar to Joseph in Matthew’s gospel, they are 

upright and just

◦ No one else tells us John is the son of  a priest

◦ Or a relative of  the Lord Jesus

◦ One Old Testament couple were incapacitated by 

their age from having children:  Abraham and 

Sarah.

◦ Zechariah’s response (Lk 1: 18) is verbatim from 

Abraham (Gn 15: 8)

◦ Elizabeth’s rejoicing with her neighbors echoes that 

of  Sarah (Lk 1: 58 and Gn 21: 6).

◦ Their yearning is reminiscent of  Elkanah and 

Hannah, the parents of  Samuel the prophet



Samuel &                      John

◦ It is revealed to Hannah that she would give birth 

to a son by the priest Eli during the annual visit 

to the sanctuary

◦ It is prophesied that the child will drink neither 

wine nor strong deink and thus would be a 

Nazarite, dedicated to the Lord.

◦ If  Abraham and Sarah are parents of  the Law, 

the story of  Samuel’s birth is that of  the 

Prophets.

◦ It is while Zechariah is offering incense in the 

holy of  holies that the angel Gabriel appears to 

him

◦ Zechariah is rendered mute and at the birth of  

the child speaks prophetically

◦ Descriptions of  the role of  John the Baptist are 

indicated as the future Elijah in Lk 1:17 which 

references Malachi 3: 1, 23-24.

◦ Malachi is historically the last of  the prophetic 

writings of  the Old Testament



The Angel Gabriel

◦ Appears first in the Book of  Daniel (six times in 

chapters 9 – 10).  Daniel was not considered a 

prophetic writing, but a wisdom book.

◦ In both Daniel & Luke, the appearance is 

referred to as a vision.

◦ In both, Gabriel comes during liturgical prayer to 

one who is in distress

◦ In both, the visionary is afraid, and told not to 

fear, and is eventually made mute.

◦ Gabriel is the last messenger of  God in the 

Hebrew Scriptures, bringing them to a close



John and Jesus
◦ From the Law and the Prophets to the 

Kingdom:

◦ What Luke introduces to us about the 
Baptist in this section of  his gospel is to 
anticipate what he knows and will present 
later:

◦ John will go before the Lord in the power of  
Elijah to … make ready for the Lord.

◦ He will great (Lk 1: 19):  “among those born 
of  women, none is greater than John.” (Lk 7: 
27)

◦ He will drink no wine Lk 1: 15 b):  “John has 
come eating no bread and drinking no 
wine,…” (7: 33)



THE BIRTH OF JOHN

The Prophecy is fulfilled and marvelous things occur



the Old Testament       and the Baptist

◦ Daniel is made mute after his encounter with the 

Angel Gabriel

◦ Elkanah and Hannah conceive after she receives 

the prophecy of  her child from Eli

◦ Hannah’s reaction is of  recognition of  the favor 

the Lord has done in gifting her with a child

◦ Rachel expresses her relief  that her disgrace is 

relieved in the birth of  her son in Genesis 30: 23.

◦ The neighbors rejoice in hearing of  Sarah giving 

birth (Genesis 21: 6).

◦ Zechariah returned home mute after meeting 

with the Angel Gabriel in the Temple.

◦ When Zechariah returns from his service in the 

Temple, Elizabeth conceives.

◦ Elizabeth’s reaction in Lk 1: 25, “The Lord has 

dealt with me in this way.”

◦ Elizabeth has the same sense as Rachel that her 

disgrace has been removed.

◦ The actual narrative of  the birth is brief, the 

emphasis is on the reaction of  the neighbors (Lk 

1: 57-58)



The Naming

◦ More than the birth, Luke concentrates on the 

naming of  the child.

◦ Elizabeth chooses the name John, though no one 

in her family has that name.  This indicates that 

the hand of  the Lord is with this child (Lk 1: 66).

◦ Zechariah is obedient and gives the child the 

name he received from Gabriel in the Temple.  

His muteness is relieved because of  his faith.

◦ The final sentence is the bridge from infancy to 

adulthood, from the Old Testament to the 

Gospel:  “he stayed in the desert until the day of  

his public appearance to Israel.” (Lk 1: 80 & 3:2)


